
The Nature and Properties of Soils 

The Nature and Property of Soils is an engaging book for readers. It has an ecological approach that explains 
the fundamentals of soil science effectively.  Chapter topics include Soil Erosion and Its Control, Soil Acidity, 
Soils and Chemical Pollution, and Organisms and the Ecology of the Soil.  For individuals interested in soil and 
the environment. 



Holistic Management: A Commonsense 
Revolution to Restore Our Environment 

Fossil fuels and livestock grazing are often targeted as major culprits behind climate change and 
desertification. But Allan Savory, cofounder of the Savory Institute, begs to differ. The bigger problem, he 
warns, is our mismanagement of resources. Livestock grazing is not the problem; it’s how we graze livestock. If 
we don’t change the way we approach land management, irreparable harm from climate change could 
continue long after we replace fossil fuels with environmentally benign energy sources. 

Holistic management is a systems-thinking approach for managing resources developed by Savory decades 
ago after observing the devastation of desertification in his native Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe). 
Properly managed livestock are key to restoring the world’s grassland soils, the major sink for atmospheric 
carbon, and minimizing the most damaging impacts on humans and the natural world. This book updates 
Savory's paradigm-changing vision for reversing desertification, stemming the loss of biodiversity, eliminating 
fundamental causes of human impoverishment throughout the world, and climate change. Reorganized 
chapters make it easier for readers to understand the framework for Holistic Management and the four key 
insights that underlie it. New color photographs showcase before-and-after examples of land restored by 
livestock. 

This long-anticipated new edition is written for new generations of ranchers, farmers, eco- and social 
entrepreneurs, and development professionals working to address global environmental and social 
degradation. It offers new hope that a sustainable future for humankind and the world we depend on is within 
reach. 



Agroecology: The Ecology of Sustainable Food 
Systems 

Agroecology is a science, a productive practice, and part of a social movement that is at the forefront of 
transforming food systems to sustainability. Building upon the ecological foundation of the agroecosystem, 
Agroecology: The Ecology of Sustainable Food Systems, Third Edition provides the essential foundation for 
understanding sustainability in all of its components: agricultural, ecological, economic, social, cultural, and 
even political. It presents a case for food system change and why the current industrial model of food 
production and distribution is not sustainable.  

The book begins with a focus on the key ecological factors and resources that impact agricultural plants and 
animals as individual organisms. It then examines all of the components of agroecosystem complexity, from 
genetics to landscapes and explores the transition process for achieving sustainability and indicators of 
progress. The book then delves into power and control of food systems by agribusiness, and the need to 
develop a new paradigm that moves beyond production and explores issues of food justice, equity, food 
security and sovereignty. The book concludes with a call to action so that research and education can link 
together for transformative change in our food systems. 



The One-Straw Revolution 

Call it “Zen and the Art of Farming” or a “Little Green Book,” Masanobu Fukuoka’s manifesto about farming, 
eating, and the limits of human knowledge presents a radical challenge to the global systems we rely on for 
our food. At the same time, it is a spiritual memoir of a man whose innovative system of cultivating the earth 
reflects a deep faith in the wholeness and balance of the natural world. As Wendell Berry writes in his preface, 
the book “is valuable to us because it is at once practical and philosophical. It is an inspiring, necessary book 
about agriculture because it is not just about agriculture.” 

Trained as a scientist, Fukuoka rejected both modern agribusiness and centuries of agricultural practice, 
deciding instead that the best forms of cultivation mirror nature’s own laws. Over the next three decades he 
perfected his so-called “do-nothing” technique: commonsense, sustainable practices that all but eliminate the 
use of pesticides, fertilizer, tillage, and perhaps most significantly, wasteful effort. 

Whether you’re a guerrilla gardener or a kitchen gardener, dedicated to slow food or simply looking to live a 
healthier life, you will find something here—you may even be moved to start a revolution of your own. 



Teaming with Microbes 

The 2011 Garden Writers of America Gold Award for Best Writing/Book proves soil is anything but an inert 
substance. Healthy soil is teeming with life -- not just earthworms and insects, but a staggering multitude of 
bacteria, fungi, and other microorganisms. When we use chemical fertilizers, we injure the microbial life that 
sustains healthy plants, and thus become increasingly dependent on an arsenal of artificial substances, many 
of them toxic to humans as well as other forms of life. But there is an alternative to this vicious circle: to 
garden in a way that strengthens, rather than destroys, the soil food web -- the complex world of soil-dwelling 
organisms whose interactions create a nurturing environment for plants. By eschewing jargon and overly 
technical language, the authors make the benefits of cultivating the soil food web available to a wide 
audience, from devotees of organic gardening techniques to weekend gardeners who simply want to grow 
healthy, vigorous plants without resorting to chemicals 



The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of Those 
Who Survived The Great American Dust Bowl

The dust storms that terrorized America's High Plains in the darkest years of the Depression were like nothing 
ever seen before or since, and the stories of the people that held on have never been fully told. Pulitzer Prize–
winning New York Times journalist and author Timothy Egan follows a half-dozen families and their 
communities through the rise and fall of the region, going from sod homes to new framed houses to huddling 
in basements with the windows sealed by damp sheets in a futile effort to keep the dust out. He follows their 
desperate attempts to carry on through blinding black blizzards, crop failure, and the deaths of loved ones. 
Drawing on the voices of those who stayed and survived—those who, now in their eighties and nineties, will 
soon carry their memories to the grave—Egan tells a story of endurance and heroism against the backdrop of 
the Great Depression. 



Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed

In Jared Diamond’s follow-up to the Pulitzer-Prize winning Guns, Germs and Steel, the author explores how 
climate change, the population explosion and political discord create the conditions for the collapse of 
civilization 

Environmental damage, climate change, globalization, rapid population growth, and unwise political choices 
were all factors in the demise of societies around the world, but some found solutions and persisted. As in 
Guns, Germs, and Steel, Diamond traces the fundamental pattern of catastrophe, and weaves an all-
encompassing global thesis through a series of fascinating historical-cultural narratives. Collapse moves from 
the Polynesian cultures on Easter Island to the flourishing American civilizations of the Anasazi and the Maya 
and finally to the doomed Viking colony on Greenland. Similar problems face us today and have already 
brought disaster to Rwanda and Haiti, even as China and Australia are trying to cope in innovative ways. 
Despite our own society’s apparently inexhaustible wealth and unrivaled political power, ominous warning 
signs have begun to emerge even in ecologically robust areas like Montana. 

Brilliant, illuminating, and immensely absorbing, Collapse is destined to take its place as one of the essential 
books of our time, raising the urgent question: How can our world best avoid committing ecological suicide? 



Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations

Dirt, soil, call it what you want―it's everywhere we go. It is the root of our existence, supporting our feet, our 
farms, our cities. This fascinating yet disquieting book finds, however, that we are running out of dirt, and it's 
no laughing matter. An engaging natural and cultural history of soil that sweeps from ancient civilizations to 
modern times, Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations explores the compelling idea that we are―and have long 
been―using up Earth's soil. Once bare of protective vegetation and exposed to wind and rain, cultivated soils 
erode bit by bit, slowly enough to be ignored in a single lifetime but fast enough over centuries to limit the 
lifespan of civilizations. A rich mix of history, archaeology and geology, Dirt traces the role of soil use and 
abuse in the history of Mesopotamia, Ancient Greece, the Roman Empire, China, European colonialism, 
Central America, and the American push westward. We see how soil has shaped us and we have shaped 
soil―as society after society has risen, prospered, and plowed through a natural endowment of fertile dirt. 
David R. Montgomery sees in the recent rise of organic and no-till farming the hope for a new agricultural 
revolution that might help us avoid the fate of previous civilizations. 



Farmers of Forty Centuries 

Farmers of Forty Centuries; Or, Permanent Agriculture in China, Korea, and Japan is a book of Asian farming. 
We have not yet gathered up the experience of mankind in the tilling of the earth; yet the tilling of the earth is 
the bottom condition of civilization. If we are to assemble all the forces and agencies that make for the final 
conquest of the planet, we must assuredly know how it is that all the peoples in all the places have met the 
problem of producing their sustenance out of the soil. 



A Soil Owner’s Manual 

A Soil Owner’s Manual: Restoring and Maintaining Soil Health, is about restoring the capacity of your soil to 
perform all the functions it was intended to perform. This book is not another fanciful guide on how to 
continuously manipulate and amend your soil to try and keep it productive. This book will change the way you 
think about and manage your soil. It may even change your life. If you are interested in solving the problem of 
dysfunctional soil and successfully addressing the symptoms of soil erosion, water runoff, nutrient 
deficiencies, compaction, soil crusting, weeds, insect pests, plant diseases, and water pollution, or simply wish 
to grow healthy vegetables in your family garden, then this book is for you. Soil health pioneer Jon Stika, 
describes in simple terms how you can bring your soil back to its full productive potential by understanding 
and applying the principles that built your soil in the first place. Understanding how the soil functions is critical 
to reducing the reliance on expensive inputs to maintain yields. Working with, instead of against, the 
processes that naturally govern the soil can increase profitability and restore the soil to health. Restoring soil 
health can proactively solve natural resource issues before regulations are imposed that will merely address 
the symptoms. This book will lead you through the basic biology and guiding principles that will allow you to 
assess and restore your soil. It is part of a movement currently underway in agriculture that is working to 
restore what has been lost. A Soil Owner’s Manual: Restoring and Maintaining Soil Health will give you the 
opportunity to be part of this movement. Restoring soil health is restoring hope in the future of agriculture, 
from large farm fields and pastures, down to your own vegetable or flower garden. 



Dirt to Soil: One Family’s Journey into Regenerative Agriculture 

In Dirt to Soil Gabe Brown tells the story of that amazing journey and offers a 
wealth of innovative solutions to our most pressing and complex contemporary 
agricultural challenge―restoring the soil. The Brown’s Ranch model, developed 
over twenty years of experimentation and refinement, focuses on regenerating 
resources by continuously enhancing the living biology in the soil. Using 
regenerative agricultural principles, Brown’s Ranch has grown several inches of 
new topsoil in only twenty years! The 5,000-acre ranch profitably produces a wide 
variety of cash crops and cover crops as well as grass-finished beef and lamb, 
pastured laying hens, broilers, and pastured pork, all marketed directly to 
consumers. 



Growing a Revolution:  
Bringing Our Soils Back to Life 

For centuries, agricultural practices have eroded the soil that farming depends on, stripping it of 
the organic matter vital to its productivity. Now conventional agriculture is threatening disaster 
for the world’s growing population. In Growing a Revolution, geologist David R. Montgomery 
travels the world, meeting farmers at the forefront of an agricultural movement to restore soil 
health. From Kansas to Ghana, he sees why adopting the three tenets of conservation 
agriculture―ditching the plow, planting cover crops, and growing a diversity of crops―is the 
solution. When farmers restore fertility to the land, this helps feed the world, cool the planet, 
reduce pollution, and return profitability to family farms. 



Wildly Successful Farming:  

Sustainability and the New Agricultural Land Ethic 
 

 
 

Wildly Successful Farming tells the stories of farmers across the American Midwest who are 
balancing profitability and food production with environmental sustainability and a passion for 
all things wild. They are using innovative techniques and strategies to develop their "wildly" 
successful farms as working ecosystems. Whether producing grain, vegetables, fruit, meat, or 
milk, these next-generation agrarians look beyond the bottom line of the spreadsheet to the 
biological activity on the land as key measures of success. 
 
Written by agricultural journalist Brian DeVore, the book is based on interviews he has 
conducted at farms, wildlife refuges, laboratories, test plots, and gardens over the past 
twenty-five years. He documents innovations in cover cropping, managed rotational grazing, 
perennial polyculture, and integrated pest management. His accounts provide insight into the 
impacts regenerative farming methods can have on wildlife, water, landscape, soils, and rural 
communities and suggest ways all of us can support wildly successful farmers. 


